
Friends of the Roman Road and Fleam Dyke, Newsletter Index  
 

No./month year Report Author 

   

No. 1  May 2001 Setting up of Committee Sharon Hearle, Green Belt Project 
Officer 

 Juniper notes Sharon Hearle 

 Fleam Dyke scrub clearance 2000/Birds and 
scrub, dates and events 

 

   

No. 2  Aug 2001 Membership, scrub clearing, Fleam Dyke 
Flower Show 

Julia Napier 

 Troy was at Wandlebury  

 Fleam Dyke Bird Survey Graham Jones and Ivan Scurll 

 Roman Road Bird Survey  

   

No. 3  Nov 2001 Conservation Management on the Roman 
Road 2001/2 

Sharon Hearle 

 Worsted Street, Roman Road   Tim Malim - CCC Arch Field Unit 

 History of Juniper in Cambs  

 Roman mushrooms, butterfly and flower 
walk 

 

 Bank Commander appeal  

 When Wandlebury was Troy Henry Arnold, CEH Monkswood 

   

No. 4  Feb 2002 Letter from Chairman  

 Conservation Management on Fleam 2001/1 Sharon Hearle, Green Belt Project 
Officer 

 Fleam Dyke Archaeology Tim Malim 

 Birds of Prey Roger Clarke 

 Friends’ Scrub clearance day  

 Award for All £5,000  

 Butterflies on the Roman Road and Fleam 
Dyke 

Julia Napier 
 

   

No. 5  May 2002 Butterflies of Chalk Grassland Val Perrin 

 Memories of Roman Road Ivan Scurll 

 Fleam Dyke Bird Survey  Winter 2002  

 Purple Milk Vetch Sharon Hearle 

 Cambs Bryophyte Group visit Fleam Dyke  

 Junipers Max Walters 

   

No. 6 Aug 2002 Fleam Dyke Restoration Project Rob Mungovan.  Ecology Officer 

 News from the Roman Road  

 News from Fleam Dyke, Junipers, Ragwort  

 Birds of Prey and their Prey Roger Clarke 

 Moth trapping John Dawson 

   

No. 7 Nov 2002 Dr Clarke  

 Juniper News  

 Roman Road Project  

 Sightings: Hornet, White Knapweed  

 Fleam Dyke bird report Ivan Scurll 

 This Old Road Janet Morris 



 Hares Henry Arnold 

   

No. 8 Feb 2003 £24,500 for Roman Road Enhancement   Sam Agnew 

 Fleam Dyke: Assistant shepherds needed  

 Private Enterprise on Fleam Dyke   Shaun Wylie 

 Herring’s House Margaret Rishbeth 

 Map of Fulbourn John Ady 

 Stoats Henry Arnold 

 Butterfly survey,Worsted to Horseheath 2002 Roger Lemon 

 Butterflies, Lodge Farm to Worsted Lodge, Julia Napier  

 Moth Records John Dawson 

   

No. 9 May 2003 AGM report   James Fisher 

 Entomology survey    Jo Darlington 

 Notes from Diary Norman Moore    

 Railway line and early tracks Roger Wolfe 

 Fleam Ditch/High Ditch Jo Darlington 

 Privet Hawk Moth picture and story    Julia Napier 

   

No. 10 Aug 2003 Introducing Naomi Brookes  

 Vintage Butterfly Year  

 Bumblebees on Fleam Dyke Bill Clark 

 Countryside Stewardship    Ian Johnson 

 Memories of Fleam and Gt Wilbrham Sadler 

 Memories of RR and FD Michael Arnold 

 Along the Road in the footsteps of Queen 
Elizabeth 1, Sir John’s tomb 

Janet Morris 

   

No. 11 Nov 2003 Roman Road: Using the £24,500 LHI grant  

 Awards for All money  

 Clearance of Ditch   WES money?  

 Notes on badgers, junipers, butterflies, 
flowers 

 

   

No. 12 Feb 2004 LHI grant use on Roman Road  

 Wildlife Enhancement Scheme, hedge laying  

 Fulbourn Memoir Colin Harris 

 Horseheath Hall Part 1 Janet Morris 

 Oxborough Hythe  

 AGM  

   

No. 13  May 2004 Third AGM  

 Report Naomi Brookes, Green Belt Project 
Manager 

 Wetland Restoration Schemes   Steve Tomkins 

 Kingfisher’s Bridge Roger Beecroft 

 Wicken Fen Adrian Colston 

 The Rise and Fall of Horseheath Hall, part 2 Janet Morris       

   

No. 14 Aug 2004 Flowers and butterflies on the Fleam Dyke  

 The Roman Road and Fleam Dyke in my life Rev CA Johns 

 Fulbourn Windmill Sarah Mardon 

 Bird List for Roman Road Iain Webb, Rebecca Burt 

   



No. 15 Nov 2004 Sheep failing to report for duty  

 Nature in Cambs. 1960    

 Coppicing plans   

 Information boards hoped for in 2005  

 Juniper News.  4 seedlings  

 Too much clearance Alex Sadler   

 Lizards Henry Arnold         

 Butterfly survey Roger Lemon 

   

No. 16 Feb 2005 The Work of the Green Belt Project Naomi Brookes 

 Vision for the Future of RR and FD Naomi Brookes 

 Chalk grassland flora and butterflies Stella Ross Craig, Rev. C A Johns 

 Julia Napier’s flora chart 2004  

 Roman Diversion - quote from Virgil 
explained 

Patrick Daunt 

   

No. 17 May 2005 AGM report, and accounts  

 Cambridge Preservation Society and new 
Coton Reserve 

 

 Invertebrates on Fleam Dyke Jo Darlington 

 Green Hairstreaks all along Fleam Dyke Julia Napier and Roger Lemon    

 Events June and July  

   

Nos. 18 & 19 Apologies for 2 for 1, and brevity  

 Report, work on Fleam Dyke and RR Naomi Brookes 

 Roman Road booklet  

   

No. 20 Feb 2006 Work party 19th Feb and photo  

 Management report Naomi Brookes 

 Lammas tide   Anthea Robinson 

 Barberry spotters needed Alan Leslie 

 Juniper Stock check  

 Max Walters - photo and brief RIP  

 The Tale of the Road - poem Alex Sadler 

 John Ray’s preface to his Catalogus 
Plantarum 

 

   

No. 21 May 2006 AGM Minutes, clearance debate  

 South Cambs. Biodiveristv. Strategy Rob Mungovan 

 Butterfly Conservation work Sharon Hearle   

 Letters  

 Roman Road memories Janet Moreton 

 Max Walters, obituary adapted from Nature 
in Cambs 

 

   

No. 22 Aug 2006 Tim Barden’s letter, points in answer  

 Boyhood memories of Fleam Alec Sadler 

 Quail heard  

 Beetles and Juniper seedling  

 Green Hairstreaks    

 Traveller’s tale   

 Events  

   

No. 23 Nov 2006 Lose-Lose (bird and butterfly losses)  



 Report on Roman Road business  

 Ring of steel  

 Dog bins coming  

 Work party reports 8th Oct and Nov. 19th  

 Mind the Gap - Godolphin Arabian  

 Travelling Shepherds and Scavenger Flocks  

 Butterfly joke and grammar note  

 Amnesty for Pasque Flowers  

 Green Hairstreak and CHB hunts  

 Cambridge Queen Bee Breeding Station Bill Clark 

 Disused Railway  dates of building and trains Bill Clark 

   

No. 24 Aug 2007 AGM  

 Wuffings talk  Sutton Hoo  

 Pampisford Meeting  

 TRO meeting  

 Bedford Gap Mystery Janet Morris 

 Prize Fighting on Mutlow Bill Clark 

 Information boards  

   

No. 25 Feb 2008 TRO expected  

 Ferrets again  

 Management Plan and cutting  

 TRO’s explained Roger Moreton 

 Long Distance walk booklet  

 Red Admiral Robert Burton 

 Work parties and events  

   

No. 26 May 2008 Photos of Fleam Flowers and description Jack Harrison 

 AGM and work parties - pictures  

 AGM report  

 Climate Change and local wildlife Briain Eversham 

 Ed Tanner  picture and biography  

 Ferreting and Leonard da Vinci  

 Dingy Skipper story  

 Wilbraham River Protection Soc  

 Talks for Local Group  

   

No. 27 Nov 2008 Field Fleawort   David Barden 

 News in brief  

 Autumn Gentians  60+  

 Pyramidal orchids near Gunner’s Hall  

 Chalk hill blues 4th year (not all sightings)  

 Dingy Skippers l941 on both sites  

 Grizzled skippers 1941 Fleam Dyke  

 No TRO  no joke  

 Fleam Dyke good news, Roman Road bad 
news 

 

 Photos. of juniper plantation  

 Alec Norman, founder of Cambridge 
Ramblers  died 1969, memorial stone 
picture 

 

   

No. 28 Feb 2009 Fleam leaflet announced  



 Our logo 
 Richard Sell obituary     

 Memories Margaret Rishbeth,  Dr Clarke,  
Sean Wylie 

 Watchers of today - butterfly Roger Lemon 

 Watchers of today - birds Iain Webb 

 TRO  

   

No. 29 June 2009 Violets David Barden 

 8th AGM    Edmund takes over as Chairman  

 Butterfly recording scheme  

 Saving Ely’s Wildspace  Roswell Pits Andrew Balmford   Prof., 
Conservation Biology  CU 

 Juniper grant  

   

No. 30 Nov 2009  Carline Thistle - Marjorie Powell’s coloured 
drawing 

 

 Success!  TRO granted  

 Success! flowers not to be mowed in July  

 Roman Rd Fleam Dyke Walk booklet launch  

 Great painted Lady migration Graham Easy’s drawing 

 Chalkhill Blue news  

 Autumn Gentians doing well Rachel Gray and Stephen Hartley  

 Roman Road-Wort’s Causeway entrance 
plan 

 

 Cubs and scouts on RR Paul Truelove 

 Invasive weeds on RR and FD  

 Margaret Rishbeth and the nudist  

 Mid-week programme and lectures   AGM 
2010 

 

 Junipers at Hildersham church yard  

 Wort’s causeway clearance Oct  

   

No. 31 Feb 2010   War Ditches    William Foot 

 My Birding Year   Pat Lambert 

 Planned clearance on RR  

 Thoughts from Fleam Dyke John Turner Ely Runner 

 Juniper grant  

 Subs appeal  

 Web site coming  

   

No. 32 May 2010  History and pictures of Wimpole Hall  

 Wildlife Simon Damant   

 AGM Minutes  

 Quiz for 7 July; Excursion for 28 July  

 Juniper Project; press release Plantlife  

 FRRFD Juniper plan  

 Farewell to Dr David Cook  

   

No. 33 Nov 2010   Staffordshire Treasure  

 Plant Notes   Campanula David Barden    

 Staffs Treasure description + Roman Silver 
helmet 

 

 Ant Report   Louise Bacon 



 Dotterells Bob Jarman    

   

No. 34 Feb 2011   Farewell to Sam  

 Butterfly records   Roger Lemon 

 Work parties and butterflies  

 Archaeological Record for RR   Quinton Carroll 

 The Black Knight of Wandlebury  

 Dog bins, Cycles and Motorcycles  

 AGM  and Staffordshire Treasure   

   

No. 35 July 2011   AGM report     

 Lizard Orchids and Management of 
grasslands   

Peter Carey 
 

 Staffordshire Treasure talk by Kevin Leahy  

 Tenth Anniversary Event  

 What have we done with the Loot  

 Sam Agnew Torchbearer?  

 Rock Roses found, other flower photos by 
Jack Harrison 

 

 Dark Green Fritillary reports  

   

No. 36 Nov 2011  Small Scabious colour image and comments Marjorie Powell 

 Field Fleawort on the Fleam Dyke - update David Barden   

 Farming on the Roman Road   Peter Bennett, Land Manager,  
Babraham Farms 

 Ragwort, Friend or Foe?   Iain Webb 

 Wind Farm Money, RES and pic of HQ a 
former model farm 

 

 Work done by the Green Belt Project Officer 
and the Friends 

 

 Wildlife Area to link Fulbourn Nature 
Reserve and the Fleam Dyke 

 

 The Mystery Mower  

 Major Clearance of the RR near Balsham   

 Perse School work parties  

 Excursion to Birmingham Museum  

 Torch Bearer - not to be Sam Agnew  

   

No. 37 Feb 2012  The Horseheath Horse, Plenipotentiary Janet Morris    

 The Buglife Ragwort Fact file, summary and 
comments 

Julia Napier 

 Bat Survey Report, RES money  

 Conservation and Enhancement Scheme for 
RR 

 

 John Ray’s Cambridge Catalogue 1660    Philip Oswald and Chris Preston    

 AGM anouncement  

   

No. 38 Jun 2012 Eleventh AGM  

 Talk by Professor Ian Newton on Bird 
Migration 

 

 FD-RR Walk Challenge Mark and Cheryl Bishop 

 Your questions answered Stuart Orme 

 Over-popular dog bin  

 Upcoming walks – Chilford, RR and FD  



No. 39 Nov 2012 White forms of a purple flower Christine Newell 

 RR scrub clearance S of Copley Hill Julia Napier 

 Via Devana no longer Anthony Godsell 

 More mystery clearance, on the FD  

 Chilford Hall summer visit  

 RR and FD walk  

 Conservation Enhancement Scheme  

   

No. 40 Mar 2013 Fleam Dyke – reflections of an under-
graduate bird ringer 

Michael Brooke 

 FD and RR butterfly transect data 2012 Roger Lemon 

 The Cambridge & Coleridge Athletic Club Neil Costello 

 “A soldier’s life…”  questions & answers  Julia Napier 

   

No. 41 Jul 2013 Survival and scents in butterflies and moths Talk by Professor Paul Brakefield 

 Twelfth AGM report Julia Napier 

 The Cambridge Bryophyte Group Mark Hill 

 Taxpayers money wasted on pointless 
clearance 

 

 Hemlock  

 Fundraising event at Anstey Hall, 
Trumpington 

 

   

No. 42 Nov 2013 “Route and Branch” – memoir Bill Clark 

 Books for Christmas  

 Taxpayers money wasted on pointless 
clearance - continued 

 

 Rare and unusual flowers on RR and FD  

   

No. 43 Feb 2014 Rock roses, gamekeeping, clearance on the 
RR and FD, etc. 

Julia Napier 

   

No. 44 May 2014 Thirteenth AGM report Julia Napier 

   

No. 45 Oct 2014 How the FD got its footbridge Janet Moreton 

 Second bench on Mutlow Hill  

 Management of RR near Hildersham 
and at Copley Hill 

 

 Wandlebury Ring - plans  

   

No. 46 Feb 2015 Wandlebury in Danger  Julia Napier 

 Thanks-Cambridge Conservation Volunteers  

 Increased subscription and AGM  

   

No. 47 2015 Fourteenth AGM  Julia Napier 

 Excursion to Pampisford Hall  

   

No. 48 Nov 2015 How to make a butterfly haven – AGM talk 
by Dr. Dan Danahar 

Julia Napier 

 AGM 2016  

 FRRFD Facebook by R. Neusel  

 Developments at Wandlebury  

   

No. 49 Feb 2016 Wild Candytuft on Fleam Dyke Monica Frisch 



 Excursion to Pampisford Arboretum Julia Napier 

 FD and RR Butterfly transect data Roger Lemon 

 Juniper news Julia Napier 

 Thanks to supporters Julia Napier 

   

No. 50 Nov 2016 A radical solution for the Fleam Dyke Julia Napier 

 A tale of two sites: Mount Farm & Copley Hill Julia Napier 

 Chalk grassland on RR opposite golf course Julia Napier 

 Conservation work on FD and RR Julia Napier 

 Tesco “Bags of Help” Julia Napier 

 AGM 2016 brief report Julia Napier 

   

No. 51 Mar 2017 News about Fleam Dyke Julia Napier 

 Work yet to be done this spring Julia Napier 

   

No. 52 Nov 2017 AGM report Julia Napier 

 Tesco Bags of Help Julia Napier 

 Work paid for with subs and donations Julia Napier 

 Fleam Dyke clearance Julia Napier 

   

No. 53 Mar 2018 New edition of Roman Road leaflet Julia Napier 

   

No. 54 Jan 2019 Work on the Fleam Dyke Julia Napier 

 Life is full of surprises Bill Clark 

 Work on the Roman Road Julia Napier 

 17th AGM report Julia Napier 

   

No.55 Pt 1 Jul 2019 Butterfly news and conservation work Julia Napier 

 Clearance of invasive Mahonia Julia Napier 

 Junipers and clearance of scrub  Julia Napier 

   

No.56 Pt1 Apr 2020 Work on the RR and Copley Hill Julia Napier 

 Weed wiping Julia Napier 

 Mount Farm clearance, other work on RR Julia Napier 

   

No.56 Pt2 May 2020 Reports scheduled for the cancelled AGM:  

 Work on FD during winter, Junipers on FD Julia Napier 

 Iain Webb’s (Midweek vols.) report Julia Napier 

 Butterfly transect data Julia Napier 

 FD and RR walk booklet Julia Napier 

 River Cam talk by Stephen Tomkins Julia Napier 

 Obituary for Elfrida M. Heath Julia Napier 

   

No.57 Nov 2020 FD & RR butterfly transect data summary Roger Lemon 

 The Ivy bee Bill Clark 

 Leafcutter bee and lockdown Christine Newell 

 Honey bee swarm and lockdown  Christine Newell 

 FD & RR winter management work 2020-21 Julia Napier 

 Marjorie Powell - obituary Julia Napier 

   

No.58 Mar 2021 Committee members Julia Napier 

 Fleam Dyke and Roman Road Walk booklet Julia Napier 

 Conservation work Julia Napier 

 Accounts  Adrian Burns 



No. 59 Apr 2021 Subscriptions Julia Napier 

 Violets on the Roman Road and Fleam Dyke Julia Napier 

 Furry-footed Flower bee Julia Napier 

 Work paid for by the Friends Julia Napier 

   

No. 60 Mar 2022 Conservation work on FD and RR Edmund Tanner 

 Butterflies on FD-effect of scrub clearance Roger Lemon 

   

No. 61 Jan 2023 Conservation news E. Tanner, P. Grubb 

 Butterflies on the RR and FD R. Lemon 

   

No. 62 Jan 2024 Conservation news E. Tanner 

 New information boards on the FD E. Tanner 

 Valley Farm & Biodiversity Net Gain land E. Tanner 

 Butterflies on FD and RR R. Lemon 

   

No. 63 Feb 2025 Update on Fleam Dyke and RR E. Tanner 

 Butterflies on FD & RR & monitoring update R. Lemon 

 Junipers on the Fleam Dyke - update C. Newell 

   

   
 


